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in the sun. All the sounds are little sounds: the note of a
bell on a goat's neck, the lazy song of a man working in one
of the -water-gardens, the bright click of a donkey's hoof
against a stone, and the padded sound of camels walking.

From the window of the guest-house I could see to the west
a narrow lake of intensely blue water, streaked with bands of
snowy white. This is a salt lake which dries up in summer,
so that it is possible to walk across on bricks of sparkling salt.
In ancient times the priests of Ammon exported this salt,
which was used in the temples of Egypt and Persia. The
natives say that the sword, the seal, and the ring of Solomon
lie hidden on an island in the lake. One of Siwa's early
explorers, the French engineer Colonel Boutin, took with him
a collapsible canvas boat in the hope of reaching this island,
but the Siwans would not let him use it. Had he gone there
in the summer, he could have walked across without difficulty
along a causeway of solid salt.

As I was dabbing a mosquito bite with ammonia, I won-
dered how many people in chemists' shops all over the world
realise that they invoke the name of the Oracle every time
they ask for ammoniated quinine or salammoniac; for it
was here in Ammonia, near the temple of Ammon, that
ammonia chloride is believed to have first been made from
the dung of camels. I wondered, also, as my nose approached
too near the bottle, whether the asphyxiating fumes of this
chemical had anything to do with the Oracle. The Delphic
Pythia sat on a tripod directly over a chasm which was sup-
posed to emit vapours, and Plutarch believed that the
prophetic frenzy was stimulated by breathing the fumes, just
as diviners among certain tribes of Hindoo Koosh, the
Dainyals, are said to work themselves into a prophetic
condition by first inhaling the smoke of burning cedar wood.

The Mamur arrived while I was having breakfast, a large
man in a suit of khaki drill and a sun helmet, and we sat
down to talk about Siwa.

The population is about five thousand, and there are more
women than men. There is no polygamy, but divorce is so
frequent, and so little thought of, that a proportion of the
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